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responsible for the Syllabus, as long as they kept their oath of allegiance to the State and obeyed its laws. How did they undertake to dissipate the distrust which their dependency upon Rome excited ? Above all, what was the positive role of the French bishops and clergy, and of the French Catholics, placed, as they were, in a position so immensely to facilitate, or so seriously to hamper, the establishment of Republican Government in France ? It may be summed up in a single word : persecution of the Republic. And when they were refused the right to persecute, they themselves cried out that they were being persecuted. Those who accuse the " eldest daughter of the Church " of occasionally unfilial sentiment towards her spiritual parent forget that that parent has often acted the part of a stepmother. The Church seemed often to be attacking all that the Republic held dear. It appeared to be a vast syndicate opposed to every ideal and conquest of Republican legislation. It is impossible, within the limits of the present book, to give any but an inadequate account of the dangerous and systematic war waged against the Republic by the occult Catholic Party in France; but a few instances will suffice to account for the attitude of Republican statesmen and Republican citizens in their resistance to the unpatriotic work of the clerical power. The cases and the methods here cited will show how inevitable it was that such persecution should give birth, in certain fanatical portions of the Republican party, to a spirit of counter-persecution : witness the outrageous delation scandals of the War Office under General Andr6. A la guerre comme d la guerre. But these facts, by contrast, will render all the more surprising the self-possession of the French Parliament when it was finally called upon to solve the problem of Separation, and when, instead of passing a Bill inspired by anti-clerical animosity, it prepared and enacted, under the guidance of M. Briand, and in a spirit of judicial calm, a measure of adequate